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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-9, 12-29, 32-44, and 47-51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Hartman et al. (US 5,960,411). 

3. Regarding claims 1, 21, and 38, Hartman et al. disclose a buyer computing 
device operable by a buyer for purchasing a product from a merchant by way of a data 
network (abstract, client system ... server system), comprising: 

a. a network interface component for exchanging data by way of the data 
network (col. 1, II. 10-30, interconnected through communication links); 

b. a display component for displaying a product available for purchase from 
the merchant through a merchant computing device (col. 1, II. 10-30, The WWW 
service allows a server computer system (i.e., Web server or Web site) to send 
graphical Web pages of information to a remote client computer system); 

c. a purchase order component configured to send to the merchant, in 
response to a single purchasing action taken to purchase a product displayed by 
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the display component, a purchase order for the product by way of the data 
network (col. 3, II. 31-67, purchaser need only perform a single action (e.g., click 
a mouse button) to order the item ... once the description of an item is displayed, 
the purchaser need only take a single action to place the order to purchase that 
item); 

d. a value storage component for electronically storing data representative of 
a currency of an issuer, and verifiable as representing the currency by the 
merchant, the value storage component being configurable to electronically 
transfer data representative of an amount of the currency to the merchant in 
response to the single purchasing action (col. 1, II. 45-67, col. 2, II. 1-49, 
purchaser-specific order information may include the purchaser's name, the 
purchaser's credit card number, and a shipping address for the order, col. 3, II. 
31 -67, The server system then completes the order by adding the purchaser- 
specific order information for the purchaser that is mapped to that client identifier 
to the item order information (e.g., product identifier and quantity). Thus, once the 
description of an item is displayed, the purchaser need only take a single action 
to place the order to purchase that item). 

4. Regarding claims 2, 22, and 39, Hartman et al. disclose wherein the purchase 
order component is configured to send the purchase order to the merchant computing 
device (col. 3, II. 3-7, effect the ordering). 
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5. Regarding claims 3, 23, and 40, Hartman et al. disclose wherein the value 
storage component is configurable to electronically transfer by way of the data network 
the data representative of the amount of the currency upon request from the merchant, 
the request being initiated in response to the single purchasing action (col. 1, II. 66-67, 
credit card, col. 3, II. 31-67, single action ... server system then completes the order by 
adding the purchaser-specific order information). 

6. Regarding claims 4 and 24, Hartman et al. disclose wherein the value storage 
component is operable to receive the request from the merchant computing device (col. 
1 , II. 66-67, credit card, col. 3, II. 31-67, purchaser-specific order information). 

7. Regarding claims 5 and 25, Hartman et al. disclose wherein the value storage 
component is operable to receive the request from a computing device separate from 
the merchant computing device (col. 1 , II. 66-67, credit card, col. 3, II. 31-67, purchaser- 
specific order information). 

8. Regarding claims 6, 26, and 41 , Hartman et al. disclose an authorization 
component, the authorization component being configurable to authorize the value 
storage component to transfer to the merchant, by way of the data network, the data 
representative of an amount of the currency from the value storage component to 
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complete the purchase order (col. 1 , II. 66-67, credit card, col. 3, II. 31-67, purchaser- 
specific order information ... server system then completes the order). 

9. Regarding claims 7, 27, and 42, Hartman et al. disclose wherein the 
authorization component is configurable to authorize transfer of the data representative 
of an amount of the currency to a maximum predetermined amount (col. 1, II. 66-67, 
credit card, col. 3, II. 31-67, purchaser-specific order information). 

10. Regarding claims 8, 28, and 43, Hartman et al. disclose wherein the 
authorization component is configurable to authorize transfer of sufficient amounts of 
the data representative of an amount of the currency to pay for download of data to the 
buyer computing device by way of the network (col. 1, II. 46-65, products can include 
items (e.g., music) that are delivered electronically to the purchaser over the Internet). 

1 1 . Regarding claims 9, 29, and 44, Hartman et al. disclose wherein the download 
of data comprises at least one of audio data, video data, image data, text data and 
executable data (col. 1 , II. 46-65, products can include items (e.g., music) that are 
delivered electronically to the purchaser over the Internet). 

12. Regarding claims 12, 32, and 47, Hartman et al. disclose wherein the single 
purchasing action is one of selection of an object, generation of a sound, and 
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depression of a key (col. 4, II. 4-58, single-action ordering section allows the purchaser 
to specify with a single click of a mouse button to order the described item). 

13. Regarding claims 13, 33, and 48, Hartman et al. disclose wherein the data 
representative of the amount of the currency is untraceable to the buyer (this is inherent 
in the abstract's payment information. For example: if the representative data was $102, 
or even $0.25, that particular amount of currency would not be traceable to any one 
individual). 

14. Regarding claims 14, 34, and 49, Hartman et al. disclose wherein the display 
component comprises a world wide web compatible browser to display a merchant web 
page offering the product available for purchase, received by way of the data network 
(col. 1, II. 10-65, client computer system receives that Web page, it typically displays the 
Web page using a browser ... Many Web servers have been developed through which 
vendors can advertise and sell product). 

15. Regarding claims 15, 35, and 50, Hartman et al. disclose wherein the purchase 
order component comprises code executable by the browser to enable a single 
purchasing action and to send to the merchant computing device the purchase order 
(col. 4, II. 4-58, a single Web page on the server system may contain all these sections 
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but the single-action ordering section can be selectively included or excluded before 
sending the Web page to the client system). 

16. Regarding claims 16, 36, and 51, Hartman et al. disclose wherein the single 
purchasing action is enabled by one of selection of an object, generation of a sound, 
and depression of a key (col. 4, II. 4-58, single-action ordering section allows the 
purchaser to specify with a single click of a mouse button to order the described item). 

17. Regarding claim 17, Hartman et al. disclose wherein the data representative of a 
currency of an issuer is cryptographically encoded (col. 1, II. 66-67, col. 2, II. 1-16, To 
help ensure the security of the sensitive information, various encryption techniques are 
used when transmitting such information between a client computer system and a 
server computer system). 

18. Regarding claim 18, Hartman et al. disclose wherein the data representative of a 
currency of an issuer is verifiable without assistance of the issuer (col. 1 , II. 46-65, 
server computer system then typically confirms the order by sending a confirming Web 
page to the client computer system, col. 4, II. 59-67, col. 5, II. 1-8, order confirmation 
section confirms that the order has been placed and provides an opportunity for the 
purchaser to review and change the single-action order). 
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19. Regarding claims 19 and 37, Hartman et al. disclose wherein the data 
representative of a currency of an issuer is verifiable by a third party (col. 1 , II. 66-67, 
credit card). 

20. Regarding claim 20, Hartman et al. disclose a client-server system for 
purchasing a product available from a merchant by way of a data network (abstract, 
client system ... server system), the system comprising, 

e. on a buyer client computing device: 

i. a network interface component for exchanging data by way of the 
data network (col. 1, II. 10-30, interconnected through communication 
links); 

ii. a display component for displaying a product available for purchase 
from the merchant through a merchant computing device (col. 1, II. 10-30, 
The WWW service allows a server computer system (i.e., Web server or 
Web site) to send graphical Web pages of information to a remote client 
computer system); 

iii. a purchase order component configured to send to the merchant, in 
response to a single purchasing action taken to purchase a product 
displayed by the display component, a purchase order for the product by 
way of the data network (col. 3, II. 31-67, purchaser need only perform a 
single action (e.g., click a mouse button) to order the item ... once the 
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description of an item is displayed, the purchaser need only take a single 
action to place the order to purchase that item); 

iv. a value storage component for electronically storing data 
representative of a currency of an issuer, and verifiable as representing 
the currency by the merchant (col. 1 , II. 45-67, col. 2, II. 1-49, purchaser- 
specific order information may include the purchaser's name, the 
purchaser's credit card number, and a shipping address for the order); 

f. on a merchant operated server computing device: 

v. a network interface component for exchanging data by way of the 
data network (col. 1, II. 10-30, interconnected through communication 
links); 

vi. a payment handler component configurable to request from the 
value storage component electronic transfer of data representative of an 
amount of the currency to the merchant in response to the single 
purchasing action (col. 3, II. 31-67, The server system then completes the 
order by adding the purchaser-specific order information for the purchaser 
that is mapped to that client identifier to the item order information (e.g., 
product identifier and quantity). Thus, once the description of an item is 
displayed, the purchaser need only take a single action to place the order 
to purchase that item). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

21 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

22. Claims 1 0, 1 1 , 30, 31 , 45, and 46, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hartman et al. (5,960,411) in view of Barber (6,157,917). 

23. Referring to claims 10, 11, 30, 31, 45, and 46, Hartman et al. disclose a buyer 
computing device operable by a buyer for purchasing a product from a merchant by way 
of a data network with an authorization component, as applied above in the rejection of 
claims 1, 6, 21, 26, 38, 40, and 41 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b), but Hartman etal. does not 
explicitly disclose that the system includes consumption based charges based on at 
least one of time, data volume, and bandwidth usage. 

However, Barber discloses a similar system, which system of Barber indeed 
includes wherein the authorization component is configurable to authorize repeated 
transfer of sufficient amounts of the data representative of an amount of the currency to 
pay consumption based charges for the product (col. 1 , II. 44-67, bandwidth preserving 
method of providing for payment for information over a network, col. 2, II. 1-42). 
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Barber further discloses wherein the consumption based charges are based on 
at least one of time, data volume, and bandwidth usage (col. 1, II. 44-67, bandwidth 
preserving method of providing for payment for information over a network, col. 2, II. 1- 
42). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time of the invention, to have modified the system of Hartman et al. so as to have 
included consumption based charges based on bandwidth usage, in accordance with 
the teaching of Barber, in order to provide another method of charging for on demand 
product downloads since so doing could be performed readily and easily by any person 
of ordinary skill in the art, with neither undue experimentation, nor risk of unexpected 
results. 

Conclusion 

24. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to C. Aaron Mclntyre whose telephone number is (571) 
270-5401 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday 9-6 ET. 

25. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jerry O'Connor can be reached on (571) 272-6787. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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26. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/C. A. M./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 4176 
May 15, 2008 

/Gerald J. O'Connor/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unit 4176 



